132 Inhaitsverzeichnis

Diethart) — D. E. Lipstadt: Betrifft: Leugnen des Holocaust (mit einem Vorwort von
E. Leiser). Aus dem Amerikanischen von G. Kosak, Ziirich 1994: S. 259f. (W. Rotter)
— B. Maier: Lexikon der keltischen Religion und Kultur, Stuttgart 1994: S. 260 (U.
Horak) — Provinzialwérter. Deutsche Idiotismensammlungen des 1§. Jahrhunderts,
hrsg. von W. Haas ..., Berlin, New York 1994: S. 260-262 (J. Diethart) — Pub-
lishing and Development in the Third World. Ed. by Ph. G. Altbach, London [u. a.]
1992: S. 262 (Ch. Vonwiller) — H. F. Schweers: Gemdilde in deutschen Museen. Ka-
talog der ausgestellten und depotgelagerten Werke. Teil I: Kiinstler und ihre Werke.
Bd. 1 A-F. 2., aktualisierte, erheblich erw. u. verb. Aufl., Miinchen [u. a.]' 1994: S.
262f. (U. Horak) — Die Sprache in den Wissenschaften, hrsg. von P. We1ngm1ner,
Freiburg, Miinchen 1993: S. 263f. (J. Diethart) — H.-U. Stauffer,'L. Taddpx, J.-C.
Pulfer: Afrikanisch kochen. 100 Rezepte aus Afrika. Hrsg. vom Afr1ka—Kpm1tee, Ba:
sel 1993: S. 264 (U. Horak) — E. Wallinger: Hekates Tochter. Hexen in der rémt-
schen Antike, Wien 1994: S. 265 (J. Diethart) — World Guide to Scientific Associa-
tions and Learned Societies, 6th Ed. Ed. & Red. M. Zils. Miinchen [u. a.] 1994:
S. 265f. (H. Harrauer)

Nachrichten

AblaBbrief von 1454/1455 in Ziirich entdeckt (Rainer Diederichs) ....... 267

Die Zentralbibliothek Ziirich wiedererdffnet (Otto G. Schindler) . .. ... ... 267

Giinter Hamann gestorben (Franz Wawrik) ...................... 270

Gesamtinhaltsverzeichnis Biblos 43,14 (1994) ................... 273

Zitate aus Biichern, entdeckt und ausgewihit von Rudolf Heilinger: ... ... 140
........................................ 146, 158, 212, 226, 234

Tafeln 1-20

Farbtafeln 1-4

Abbildungsnachweis

HELGA HOFMANN-WEINBERGER
and
CHRISTA WILLE

From Utopia to Reality: The Austrian Network of Women’s
Studies Information and Documentation Centers

Unter dem Titel ,,Women, Information, and the Future: Collecting and Sharing Resour-
ces World-wide" fand vom 17. bis 20. Juni 1994 in der Arthur and Elizabeth Schlesinger
Library in Cambridge, Massachusetts, eine Weltkonferenz fiir frauenspezifische Biblio-
theks-, Archiv- und Dokumentationsarbeit statt. Nach einem ersten Treffen 1991 in Istan-
bul, das noch im kleineren Rahmen abgehalten wurde, trug diese Konferenz alle Merkmale
einer GroBveranstaltung und konnte mit einem sehr detaillierten Programm und einer Viel-
zahl von Vortragenden aufwarten. Christa Wille nahm in Vertretung von ARIADNE
(Kooperationsstelle frauenspezifische Information und Dokumentation an der ONB) mit dem
in der Folge abgedruckten Vortrag, der gemeinsam von ihr und Helga Hofmann-Weinberger
erarbeitet wurde, im Rahmen des Schwerpunktbereiches ,,Women’s Studies in Established
Libraries* an dieser Konferenz teil.

* ok %

I am very delighted to have the opportunity to be here today and speak to you.
Thanks to the Committee for having invited me to this conference.

First of all, I would like to give you a short overview about this lecture:

(1) some words about Austria, the country where I live and about the Austrian Na-
tional Library as well as an introduction to the rise of the women’s movement and
studies in Austria;

(2) background of interests and the process leading up to an Austrian Network of
Autonomous and Institutionalized Women Specific Documentation Centers;

(3) origin, concepts, framework and daily work of ARIADNE, our Cooperation
Center for Women Specific Information and Documentation within an institution of
famous reputation — the Austrian National Library;

(4) layout of a women specific database as one of the main purposes of ARIADNE:;

(5) postulates concerning a well designed and functional network of autonomous
and institutionalized women documentation centers.

1

Austria is a small country in the heart of Europe. It may offer some male ge-
niuses, who are famous all over the world, e. g. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Sigmund
Freud, Billy Wilder ... but I am especially proud of Gerda Lerner is a born Austrian.
She is the famous feminist scholar of the United States who influenced us a lot and
certainly many of you know her key-books: ,,The Creation of Patriarchy* and ,,The
Creation of Fermninist Consciousness“. Her fate has been connected to the terrible
regime of nazism, and is part of the shameful role of Austria at that time. Gerda Lerner
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had to emigrate at the age of 19, and as experienced by so many emigrants — exiled to
a foreign country — it took her a long time to feel ease with academic teaching and
writing in a foreign language.

For all emigrants and refugees arriving at the United States of America the Statue
of Liberty was the ,,symbolic gateway". It was an Austrian woman, Hertha Pauli —
she also escaped from nazi-terrorism — who wrote the history of ,,Miss Liberty* for
the 100th anniversary in 1965. Fortunately for us as Europeans — I am glad to tell
you that the Austrian people just decided to join the European Union! — Miss Liberty
has changed her symbolic value.

I am here as a representant of the department ARIADNE located at the Austrian
National Library. This speech has been elaborated together with my colleague Helga
Hofmann-Weinberger and therefore I'll speak in her name too. We have got some re-
fund for this journey from our library - but not enough for both of us.

ARIADNE, our women’s studies information and documentation center, is located
in an institution with historic heritage, with roots in the 14th century. That was the
time when Christine de Pizan was born, the famous and excellent female writer from
France. She was the first we know about, who made a living from being a profes-
sional writer. Her feminist utopia Le Livre de la Cité des Dames, is one of the trea-
sures in our manuscript collection. It’s a very long journey from an imperial library
with its patriarchal structures — where women as readers and librarians were for cen-
turies unvisible and ignored — to our modern institution, where library users inter-
ested in women'’s studies will find special service.

The foundation of ARIADNE is closely related to very important events during the
last decades, responsible for a change of thoughts in our society with regard of women.
The old women’s consciousness-raising movement at the turn of the century was badly
destroyed by nazism and the Second World War. With some delay the new women'’s
liberation movement has been reflected in Austria after the Anglo-American, Scandi-
anavian, and German countries. It was only at the beginning of the seventies, that
some spectacular actions and performances of autonomous and courageous women
started to attract attention to feminist issues. Provocative demonstrations against an
inhuman abortion law (§ 218) or Maria Mies, nowadays a wellknown feminist, driven
in a wooden cage down a crowdy shopping lane in Vienna — as a symbol of opressed
women.

The subject turned political, women’s groups were established focussing on raising
selfconfidence. The foundations were layed for great changes and modernization in
women’s lifes. Responsible for this kind of political waking-up was also the fact, that
since 1971 the government was Social Democrat. Like in other countries too we have
a rather heterogenous scene within the Austrian Women’s Movement. The establish-
ment of a ,,State Secretary for Women'’s Affairs”, whith suceeded finally to become a
Ministry was certainly an important step towards upgrading the value of women’s in-
terests on a general level. The autonomous feminist scene has already found an ironical
term for this kind of official women’s movement: ,,governmental feminism*. Mrs. Jo-
hanna Dohnal, the minister, is the most successful and longest serving female member
of the government. Important results of her work are: the achievement of equal rights

for employed women; protection and social rights for pregnant women and mothers
etc.
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In the eighties feminist consciousness moved also into the academic live.
Women's studies and feminist theory and their interdisciplinary character spread all
over the universities. Until now there is only one official professorial chair at the
University of Innsbruck, which is explicitly called a women’s research chair. But there
are three institutions now in Austria with the task to coordinate and support women’s
studies in participating universities and also off-campus autonomous feminist research
activities. All these initiatives resulted in an enormous production of knowledge: arti-
cles, books, dissertations, periodicals etc. However the instiutionalized academic li-
braries could not satisfy the growing number of female clients. Feminist scholars
asked very strictly for better information services on women'’s studies. Something had
to be done.

That was the moment when the idea of ARIADNE was born. From the beginning
we had the aim: first to be a rich source of women related knowledge and second to be
a ,,mediatress* between university research and independent activities and third to tie
networks. We could not ignore, that there were also some reservations from other spe-
cialized women working in related information and documentation areas, but we were
full of hope: dividing our forces and tasks; avoid double work; no isolation but sup-
porting each other!

Now let me go back to the roots, the beginnings of our network project:

As far as I know, the first initiative to deal theoretically with the issue of women
specific information and documentation in Austria was a feasibility-study for such a
specialized institution, prepared by Andrea Fennesz and myself on behalf of the Min-
istry of Science and Research in the years 1986/87. In this study we analyzed the sta-
tus quo in Austria and other European countries like Germany and the Netherlands, and
worked out conditions and conceptions for the future functioning of such a new insti-
tution in our country.

After this study followed a period of stalemate for over almost five years. But as it
sometimes happens — parallel activities from different parts came up to the horizon:
On the one hand in spring 1991 the Ministries took interest in the — in their opinion
— ,,wild growing" feminist documentation scene. Green light was given to the setting
up of a new information center within the Austrian National Library. On the other
hand we got in touch with a colleague, working in the women’s sector of a political
institution. She proposed to organize a first meeting, inviting all existing women’s
studies documentation centers in Austria — both, autonomous and institutionalized
ones.

This , historical* meeting took place in the late summer 1991 and brought to-
gether, for the first time, all women working in the feminist information and docu-
mentation sector. It was a very heterogenous group: women from the radical feminist,
autonomous side; women from commercial or public documentation centers (where
women specific literature is only part of the collection); women from the established
scientific libraries who wanted to intensify their holdings. Full of idealistic hopes, full
of utopian ideas we presented a concept of a centralized and common ,,Austrian-wide
Women’s Specific Database” — and provoked a big dispute! Not only that the other
women did not agree to this project, but also an endless discussion started about prin-
ciples of working conditions and psychological aspects of autonomous and institution-
alized women. Suspicions against any kind of centralization, fear to get absorbed by
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big public organizations, reservation against women from the bureaucracy etc. We,
from the National Library, as women with the rather secure background of a big insti-
tution did not expect this full range of emotions. We were surprised and somehow
helpless in this situation. The meeting seemed to come to an unforseen end. But after
two and a half days of discussions we all could minimize our prejudices and finally
agreed to carry on with our exchange of ideas. That should happen in three steps:

(1) formulate conditions and needs for a cooperation in an Austrianwide network;

(2) create an organizational framework for this cooperation (which finally led to
the foundation of an association called FRIDA = Association for Women Specific
Information and Documentation in Austria);

(3) prepare women specific projects in the information and documentation field.

In the following years this goup met every two months. Every summer FRIDA
organized a workshop on a special topic. At the beginning there were changing partic-
ipants and still controversial discussions between the autonomous and the institution-
alized members of our group. We can say now, after three years, that this process of
knowing each other has led to a very constructive kind of cooperation. Lively signs are
two concrete projects: the elaboration of a feminist thesaurus for Austria (called
»»ThesaurA*) and a special guide for biographical research (called ,,BiographiA“).

FRIDA

Austrian Network in Women's Studies Information and Documentation Centers

Association founded in 1992,
comprising autonomous (*), institutionalized (#) and commercial ($) centers,
objectifs: exchange of experiences and ideas, cooperation, projects

ARTIADNE
(Austrian National Library) (#)
women's studies information and documentation center, focus on arts and humanities,
database

DOKU GRAZ (*)
archive, library and documentation of women's history in Styria; center for continuing
education, research, network etc. for women's studies, database

DOKUMENTATIONSSTELLE FRAUENFORSCHUNG
(Institut fiir Wissenschaft und Kunst) (*)
collection of Austrian dissertations in women's studies (since 1875), database

FRAUENINFOTHEK (*)
information center for all women specific institutions, projects, events, networks etc,
database

INFODOK ($)
database for Austrian politics — part of it women specific
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FRAUENGRUNDSATZABTEILUNG
(Ministery of Work and Social affairs) (#) women specific database (social politics,
labour politics etc.)

FRAUENPOLITISCHE ABTEILUNG
(Renner Institut) (#)
database for statements on women's politics of Austrian social-democrat politicians

SOWIDOK
(Chamber of Labour) (#)
database for Austrian politics, economy, society, justice, education
— part of it women specific

SOWIS
(University Library of Economics) (#)
database for Austrian research projects and "grey" literature in sociology and economics
— part of it women specific

SOZITALWISSENSCHAFTLICHE
STUDIENBIBLIOTHEK
(Chamber of Labour) (#)
library with important holdings in women's studies (database-catalogue since 1980)

STICHWORT (*)

archive and documentation center for the autonomous women's and lesbian movement
in Austria, founded 1983, database

VORWARTS (#)
center of research in the history of Labour movement, historical collection in the
history of social-democrat women's movement, database

3
The genesis of ARIADNE within the Austrian National Library

When we heard the starting signal, given from the Ministry of Science and Re-
search in 1991, we were very enthusiastic: after five years the main ideas of our project
should become real! Two women, Helga Hofmann-Weinberger and me were asked to
do this. In March 1992 we started with the incorporation of ARIADNE into the li-
brary’s rules of procedure and book processing. The colleagues were kind, helpful and
ready to cooperate — so we got our own premises, to speak with Virginia Woolf ,,a
room on our own*. We initially used other people’s computers and interieurs and
worked hard on implementing our new concepts. We tried to include in our collection
the recent developments of women’s studies at the turn of the nineties and also consid-
ered the experiences made in the FRIDA-meetings.

We wanted ARIADNE to be based on three pillars:

(1) a women’s specific database;
(2) information retrieval;
(3) a network with Austrian and international centers.
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In order to cope with all these tasks we had to enlarge the acquisitions of women
specific and feminist literature and periodicals at the National Library. After some time
the numerous rider slips in ,,feminist lilac* we put in each ARIADNE-book were visi-
ble signs of our activities. At the same time we informed our colleagues about the
new collection topic within our well-established and rather traditional institution. One
of our first products was the ARIADNE-Newsletter: an annotated acquisition list of
women related new publications, nowadays our ,,bestseller*. We inteded our female but
also male users to get the best non-bureaucratic service. Our main tasks: collecting,
establishing a database, informing — all that for providing good services for readers
interested in women’s studies!

ARIADNE
Cooperation Center for Women Specific Information and Documentation

COLLECTING
Women specific literature (focus on arts and humanities and feminist theory)

DATABASE
Women specific literature (journals, readers, proceedings, grey literature etc.) collected
in the Austrian National Library
Focus on ,,Austriaca” (= literature about Austria or from Austrian authors) and basic
international literature
Accurate non-sexistic subject-indexing
Status quo: since spring 1993 about 3.000 records

INFORMATION RETRIEVAL
Special service for scholars in women's studies: bibliographies, online-databases,
CD-Rom etc.

NETWORKING
National network: FRIDA
International Network: information exchange with European and American women
specific libraries and documentation centers

4
The main focus of our work: the ARIADNE-database

The source material is based on the holdings of the National Library. As already
mentioned, we have tried, during the last years, to clese the biggest identified gaps
concerning women specific literature. Actually we are ordering new books and material
quite intensively. The documents selected are: ,,Austriaca® (literature written by Austri-
an authors or concerning Austria as a subject) and basic works on feminist theory, Eu-
ropean as well as international ones. The source-material used are articles from jour-
nals, readers, proceedings, ,.grey literature (which we mainly get from Austrian wo-
men’s studies scholars to whom we keep close contact). Naturally we try to avoid
doublication of work with others: in Austria we-coordinate with the network FRIDA,
on the European level the only, but very useful women specific database that can eas-
ily get tapped via Internet is ,,KVINNSAM" in Sweden. They have been indexing al-
ready for ten years in a similar context (university library) and have now a great num-
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ber of records (more than 30.000). KVINNSAM is our great ideal! We use it, know
the list of journals covered and can therefore avoid a lot of double work. We from
ARIADNE started with a ,,learning by doing" database — very simply constructed. It
includes now about 3.000 records. Right now we are expecting our long desired soft-
ware, the system is called ,,Allegro* and comes from Germany.

As far as the cataloguing and the field structure of our database is concerned I will
not annoy you with details — they are nearly the same as for any other database. As
you may all know, an elaborated index is very useful for a satisfactory information re-
trieval. In particular we take care for accurate non-sexist subject-indexing, which con-
siders the new vocabulary of women'’s studies, contrary to official authority files. The
access to our database — the OPAC (Online Public Access Catalogue) will be located
in near future in the central catalogue-hall of our library and should be self-explaining.

To obtain a better structure for the subject entries we decided to separate our index-
ing into different types: (a) topical headings, (b) personal name headings, (c) corporate
name headings, (d) title headings (literature, movies etc.), (e) geographical headings, (f)
chronological subdivisions. For personal, corporate, geographical names and title head-
ings we use authority files. For our subject headings we are looking forward to the
standardized list of our ,,ThesaurA“-project.

ARIADNE — DATABASE

CONTENT
»Austriaca* and international women's studies literature

SOFTWARE
»Allegro*

CLASSIFICATION
list with 30 subdivisions

INDEXING
(we take especially care for an accurate non-sexistic subject-
indexing)
topical headings*
personal name headings*
corporate name headings*
title headings™
geographical headings™
chronological subdivisions

5

Coming to the end of my lecture I would like to point out some elements which
seem important to us:

We were in the lucky position to establish ARIADNE and the Austrian-wide net-
work in parallel. The interaction between ARIADNE and FRIDA, the feed-back of the
goup has been very stimulating.

¥ Authority files used.
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A very eminent factor is also the intertwining of other networks, little and big
ones. Until now ARIADNE is networking in four different systems:

(1) the network FRIDA, a good team of autonomous and institutionalized docu-
mentation centers;

(2) the network of users and feminist scholars, who deliver and request materials of
women'’s studies;

(3) the network of female librarians in research libraries, who are interested in
women's studies and who are, partly, organized in the ,,Austrian Librarians Associa-
tion*;

(4) the network with the three ,Internuniversity Women’s Studies Coordination
Centers*.

Our ARIADNE-postulates:

We made our experience within an institution and in the core of autonomous and
institution’s women. This seminar appears to us the right place to pass some of them:

— patience and tenacity — even centralized bureaucracies may offer surprises and
act: after five years of ,,incubation®

— do not shy away from utopic proposals — maximum requests lead up to
acceptable realisation

— proof of ability to argue — stay in communication

— develop structures, take responsibilities

— and don’t forget: it should also be fun to do feminist work and support con-
sciousness-raising

Helga Weinberger-Hofmann ONB
Christa Wille ONB
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From Utopia to Reality: The Austrian Network of Women’s
Studies Information and Documentation Centers

Unter dem Titel ,,Women, Information, and the Future: Collecting and Sharing Resour-
ces World-wide" fand vom 17. bis 20. Juni 1994 in der Arthur and Elizabeth Schlesinger
Library in Cambridge, Massachusetts, eine Weltkonferenz fiir frauenspezifische Biblio-
theks-, Archiv- und Dokumentationsarbeit statt. Nach einem ersten Treffen 1991 in Istan-
bul, das noch im kleineren Rahmen abgehalten wurde, trug diese Konferenz alle Merkmale
einer GroBveranstaltung und konnte mit einem sehr detaillierten Programm und einer Viel-
zahl von Vortragenden aufwarten. Christa Wille nahm in Vertretung von ARIADNE
(Kooperationsstelle frauenspezifische Information und Dokumentation an der ONB) mit dem
in der Folge abgedruckten Vortrag, der gemeinsam von ihr und Helga Hofmann-Weinberger
erarbeitet wurde, im Rahmen des Schwerpunktbereiches ,,Women'’s Studies in Established
Libraries* an dieser Konferenz teil.
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I am very delighted to have the opportunity to be here today and speak to you.
Thanks to the Committee for having invited me to this conference.

First of all, I would like to give you a short overview about this lecture:

(1) some words about Austria, the country where I live and about the Austrian Na-
tional Library as well as an introduction to the rise of the women’s movement and
studies in Austria;

(2) background of interests and the process leading up to an Austrian Network of
Autonomous and Institutionalized Women Specific Documentation Centers;

(3) origin, concepts, framework and daily work of ARIADNE, our Cooperation
Center for Women Specific Information and Documentation within an institution of
famous reputation — the Austrian National Library;

(4) layout of a women specific database as one of the main purposes of ARIADNE;

(5) postulates concerning a well designed and functional network of autonomous
and institutionalized women documentation centers.
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Austria is a small country in the heart of Europe. It may offer some male ge-
niuses, who are famous all over the world, e. g. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Sigmund
Freud, Billy Wilder ... but I am especially proud of Gerda Lerner is a born Austrian.
She is the famous feminist scholar of the United States who influenced us a lot and
certainly many of you know her key-books: ,,The Creation of Patriarchy* and ,, The
Creation of Feminist Consciousness*. Her fate has been connected to the terrible
regime of nazism, and is part of the shameful role of Austria at that time. Gerda Lerner



