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As a result of Belgium’s history – its progressive constitution and its 
ongoing federalization – the purpose of Archives et Musée de la Littérature 
(Brussels) concerns only the French-speaking corpus of the Kingdom’s 
cultural life, theatre (including its performing arts dimension) and 
literature, but it also concerns Central Africa (Burundi, Congo, Rwanda)
due to Belgium’s colonial past and Ex-Czechoslovakia with a large number 
of Czechoslovakian samizdats.
To the departments that collect all kinds of archives (books, serial 
publications, manuscripts or typescripts, programs, posters, paintings, 
photographs, audio or video recordings,…), we can add an international 
library (books and serial publications) specialized in Romance languages 
and other French-speaking literatures as well as an active publishing 
department sustaining our research programs.
I am going to examine the history, the mechanisms and the problems 
presented by the gathering of this kind of archives in the context of 
current technological development.
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